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Important update to Free School Meals eligibility from September 2026

Tuesday 30™ June 2026
Dear Parents/Carers,

Following the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act, the Government has expanded FSM
eligibility to ensure more children can access a free, nutritious meal during the school day.
We are writing to inform you of changes to the Free School Meals (FSM) eligibility criteria,
starting from the new academic year in September 2026.

Transitional protections for FSMs have been in effect since 1 April 2018. This has meant that
pupils becoming eligible for free meals under the benefits-based criteria have retained their
entitlement, even if their household circumstances have changed.

Transitional protections apply until the end of the 2025/2026 academic year. From the start of
the 2026/2027 academic year, households must meet the Free School Meal eligibility criteria
to continue to receive this provision. The Holiday Activity and Food Programme is also available
to families in receipt of Targeted FSM.

All pupils in Reception, Years One and Two are entitled to Universal Infant Free School Meals.
This will continue into the next school year from September 2026. However, some families are
also eligible for “Free School Meals” and we would like to encourage you to find out if this
applies to your family.

What is changing?

From September 2026, your child will be entitled to Free School Meals if you receive Universal
Credit, regardless of your household income.

There are now two categories:

1. Targeted FSM:
All pupils in households receiving Universal Credit with annual household earnings of £7,400
or less, alongside other eligible groups set out in the Department for Education guidance, will
be entitled to a free school meal, vouchers for the Holiday Activity and Food Programme and
the Pupil Premium Grant.

2. Universal Credit Eligibility Expanded FSM:

All pupils in households receiving Universal Credit with annual earnings above £7,400 will be
entitled to a free school meal. These children will not be eligible for the Holiday, Activity and
Food Programme or the Pupil Premium Grant.




What do | need to do?
If we already have your details, we will run a re-check of your eligibility and write to you if
there are any changes to your eligibility.

If you are not currently claiming but believe you are eligible, please check with the school
office so that we can complete an eligibility check for you.

If you have any questions, please contact us and we will endeavour to help.
Yours sincerely,
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Ms J Charman
Executive Headteacher



