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A message from Ms Charman, Headteacher 

Dear Dads, Mums and Carers, 

I can’t believe the Easter holidays are here already!  This term has flown by, as the saying goes, ‘time flies 

when you are having fun’.  We have been having lots of fun this term, welcoming visitors into school,    

playing in the sunshine, going on visits out and dressing up.  I feel so lucky to spend my working week  in 

the wonderland that is Park Hill Infants!  It is such a privilege to watch your children grow and progress, I 

learn so much from them and if I’m having a tough day, I leave my office and go and chat with the children 

for a bit.  It’s the best medicine! 

 We have also been thinking about  the extremely sad situation in the Ukraine  and wondering what we can 

do to help. Thank you for those of you have donated money (see below).  There is a dedicated item on  

ParentPay where you can make donations, if you wish to, and this will remain open indefinitely.  Children, 

together with staff, have had productive discussions about how donations may be used to help children 

and families in the Ukraine.  I hope you found the links that we sent out a few weeks ago useful—tips and 

suggestions about how to talk to the children about these worrying events in a sensitive and  child friendly 

manner. 

As the days grow longer, daffodils bloom and the sun shines more brightly, we all look towards the future 

with hope for happier and more peaceful times.  I  hope you and your family  enjoy a restful and happy 

Easter break, taking time to recharge and enjoy being together.   

 

Very best wishes, Miss Charman 

 
Together we have raised: 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your donations.  

£126 for Comic Relief £528.75 for the Ukraine Appeal 
(including Gift Aid) 

Keep up with in school events via our Twitter page: @ParkHillInfants  



Who’s Who? 

Many Parents and Carers now know their child’s class teachers/ learning support but you still may not 

know who’s who around the school. Every issue, we will focus on a member of the team who is working 

hard ’behind the scenes’ so you can put a name to their face!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Daisy and I am the School Counsellor here at Park Hill Infant School.  

I have worked at the school for nearly 10 years. I first started as a Teaching Assistant, and then I trained 
to become a counsellor whilst working at the school.  

I help children who need a safe space to talk about their feelings and emotions. We can do this through 
play, drawing or just through having a chat.  

I had my baby boy in 2021, he is very sweet and can be cheeky! He turned 1 in March. When I am at work 
3 days a week he enjoys his time at his Grandparents and childminder. 

I really enjoy working here at Park Hill Infant School, all the children are so brave and manage to make 
me smile everyday.  

HEADTEACHER’S AWARDS 
Every half term, we celebrate children who have consistently displayed one or more of our                      

10 Learning Super Skills  or one of our School’s 5 Values for Life—or both! 

Congratulations to the following Key Stage One children for earning a Headteachers’ Award for this half term:  

 

These children’s achievements were recognised in special awards assemblies led by Ms Charman on  

Thursday 7th April 2022 

Congratulations and well done! 

OUR 5 SCHOOL VALUES 

Honesty, Kindness,  Positivity, Respect  and  Courage  

OUR 10 LEARNING SUPER SKILLS 

An effective learner: 

makes connections, collaborates, communicates,  perseveres, is reflective, is confident,  

is  creative, is a risk taker,  is resourceful, is curious. 

• Diptanshu Cl 4 

• Marjan Cl 4 

• Cora Cl 4  

• Ananya Cl 5  

• Aditi Cl 8  

• Mia Cl 8 

• Alexander Cl 8  

• Ali Cl 9  

• Dominic Cl 5  

• Lakshitha Cl 5 

• Padmini Cl 6  

• Sienna Cl 6 

• Stella Class 6 

• Avana Cl 7 

• Shashwathi Cl 7  

• Danick Cl 7 

• Loreea Cl 9  

• Zayn Cl 9 



Curriculum Enrichment: Spring Term 2 

We have had the following clubs for After School Activities: Musical Theatre, Art 

Club, Multi Sports, Football, Modern Dance, Yoga Club and Science Club. 

We had a fantastic skateboarding and scootering workshop for all children, led by 
‘Team Rubicon.’ We are looking forward to booking this workshop again next year! 

Children in Reception visited Deen City Farm as part of their topic ‘Down on the 
Farm.’ This was a great opportunity to meet the animals and bring their learning to 
life.   

For World Book Day, children were invited to dress up as their favourite book              
character. We really enjoyed seeing the outfits that children had chosen, especially 
the inventive home-made costumes.   

On Red Nose Day, children took part in a Joke Contest, with representatives from 
each class nominated to tell jokes to the whole school in a special assembly.  

Next half-term, we are looking forward to visits from a ‘Pirate Workshop’, Nite Owls, 
Safari Pete, Silly Science and Mitcham Zoo.  

6 pupils represented our school in a Ten Pin Bowling Competition organised 
by Croydon School Sports Partnerships and The Panathlon Foundation. Our 

school came 7th out of 25 teams from KS1 and KS2.                                                     

We are very proud of our KS1 PE Superstars!  





Thank you to all of the 
children and families that 
took part in the Extreme 
Reading Challenge! We           

really enjoyed seeing photos 
of our bold and creative 

reading risk-takers!  



Children in Key Stage 1 had a special visit from Mitcham 

Zoo. As you can see, we really enjoyed meeting the             

animals! Mitcham Zoo are due back to visit children in 

Reception in the Summer term.  



We’d like to thank all of the children who submitted fantastic entries for the Circus        
Poster competition!  It was really hard to pick a winner as the competition was so good!  

Winning prize: Free tickets to the Circus 

 Runner’s up prize: Bubble Wands! 

Don’t forget 
to book your                
tickets for           

Happy’ Circus 
here 

£10 each 
(Under 2’s go 

free) 

Thursday 
12th May 

  5pm-8pm 

Congratulations Zoha! 

Well done Enes! 

Great Work Maira! 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/parkhillschools/?sk=27avZDBP#.YjsPQU3P2Uk


Schedule all non-urgent medical  appointments (i.e. GP and dental) out of school hours 

and during school holidays 

Set a consistent, regular bed time and morning routine  

Prepare clothes and pack school bags the night before 

Don’t let your child stay home unless they are too unwell to attend school.  If you are          

unsure of the  recommended period for children to kept away from school for an illness, 

please call the school office on 020 8680 0747  

If your child seems anxious about attending school, talk to their class teacher or a               

member of the  Headship Team for advice and support about how to make your child 

feel comfortable and excited about learning 

Develop ‘back-up plans’ for getting to school in case  of an emergency in the morning. 

Call on a family member, a neighbour or another parent/ carer 

Ensure that your child has a good breakfast to set them up for the day ahead - there is a 

Breakfast Club at Park Hill Junior School if you need to be at work early 

 

Our school gates open at 9:00am. Children need to be in class and ready to 

learn by 9:10am each day, when the register is called.  

If you arrive after the gates have closed, please bring your child to the school 

office and sign them in on our EntrySign system.  

To report your child’s absence from school, please call the School Office on  020 8680 0747 or 

email attendance@parkhill-inf.croydon.sch.uk  

What Can You Do to Improve Your Child’s Attendance and Punctuality? 

Attendance Poster Competition! 

Calling all artists! We need posters to raise awareness 

of the importance of Good Attendance and Punctuality 

at our school.  

We are looking for creative, eye-catching artwork to be 

featured in the next issue of this newsletter, on our 

Good Attendance and Punctuality advice leaflets and on 

our website.  

Please hand in any artwork to the school office by  

Monday 16th May.  

 

How does punctuality affect          

attendance? 

Minutes late 

each day 

School Days Lost 

Over  Academic 

Year 

5 minutes 3 days 

10 minutes 6.5 days 

15 minutes 10 days 

20 minutes 13 days 

30 minutes 19 days 



Welcome from the Education Welfare Officer 

My name is Simon Dilley and I am the Education Welfare Officer for Park Hill Infant School. I visit the school                   

regularly and I am here to support and meet with you if you are experiencing any problems with getting your 

child to school.  

School is the best place for children to be. 

With the easing of COVID-19 restrictions, children and young people are now able to enjoy more freedom in their 

education. Being at school keeps children’s education on track, so they can achieve their full potential, while also 

benefitting their mental and physical health and wellbeing.  

Regular attendance and punctuality are a key factor towards your child’s achievement at school. I regularly                       

monitor both attendance and punctuality for the whole school and invite parents in to discuss circumstances with 

me if attendance or punctuality is giving cause for concern.  

I am available for any member of the Park Hill Infant School community so please do feel free to contact the 

school office and arrange a time for a phone call or meeting if you would like to discuss your child/ren’s school 

attendance. 

Best wishes, 

Simon Dilley 

Education Welfare Officer  

How does absence affect attendance? 

Days Absent Weeks Absent % Attendance 

5 1 week 97.5% 

10 2 weeks 94.5% 

15 3 weeks 92.5 

Leave of Absence Requests  

We endeavour to support all families in times of crisis and all requests for leave during term time will be                    

considered on an individual basis.  

There is no automatic entitlement for any child to be granted leave of absence from school for the purpose of a 

family holiday. It is not acceptable to take your child out of school, during term-time, for family holidays as they 

interrupt a child’s learning. We place a high priority on children acquiring a sense of commitment towards                        

regular attendance at school. 

We understand that during the Covid-19 pandemic, travel restrictions may have caused families plans to travel 
abroad for to visit family to be delayed or cancelled.  

 
The Education Regulations 2013 make clear that headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term 
time unless there are exceptional circumstances.  Please book holidays and visits abroad to visit family during 
the school holidays. Please be aware that requests for leave to visit family abroad during term-time will not be 
authorised.  



Can you design a poster to encourage Good Attendance and Punctuality?                                   

Please use this space to draw your poster and return to school office by Monday 16th May.  

Poster competition 



Dates for your Diary  

The following dates are provisional as they will  depend on 

Government guidelines at the time:  

April 2022 

25th   School opens for Summer half-term 1 

27th   Phonics Workshop for Year 1                          

  Parents/ Carers 

May 2022 

2nd   Bank Holiday 

3rd  Reception Family Curriculum Workshop  

4th   Class Photo’s—For those with Consent 

5th   KS1 Family Curriculum Workshop 

12th  Happy’s Circus 5pm—8pm  

17th   May Dance Day  

26th   Headteacher’s Awards—By invitation only 

27th  School Closed -Queen’s Jubilee Bank            

  Holiday 

30th  Half-term break 

June 2022 

6th   School opens for Summer half-term 2 

July 2022 

21st   Headteacher’s Awards—By invitation only 

21st   Last day of Summer term—Finish at 1.30pm 

Our Recommended Reads  

Please find Mrs Newell’s recommended reads for the 

next half-term: 

What the Ladybird Heard by 

Tom Percival 

Hefty Hugh and Lanky Len are 

two crafty robbers with a 

cunning plan to steal the 

farmer’s fine prize cow. But 

little do they know that the 

tiniest, quietest creature of all has heard their plot and 

she has a plan of her own... With a cast of everyone’s  

favourite farm animals, What the Ladybird Heard, is a 

brilliant rhyming adventure. 

The Extraordinary Gardener 

by Sam Boughton 

Joe lives in an ordinary tower 

block, in a rather ordinary 

city. One day Joe decides to 

plant a seed on his balcony, 

he waits and waits but             

nothing happens! But one day when he least expects it, 

he spots that the seed has turned into the most beautiful 

tree. Joe begins caring for the tree and growing lots of 

other plants and soon everyone in his community is 

getting involved.  

 The Last Tiger by Becky Davies 

Aasha’s rainforest is changing. 

Trees are being cut down, and 

worse still, tigers are                            

disappearing. One terrible day, 

Aasha must leave her home             

forever. Is she really the very last 

tiger? A story of one tiger’s journey for survival in a 

changing environment.  

SUMMER SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Please ensure your child arrives at school in the correct 

uniform each day. 

As the weather gets warmer, you may wish to send your 

child to school in summer uniform.   

Summer dresses should be blue check 

and shorts should be school grey. 

P.E KITS 

P.E is a mandatory and vital part of the curriculum. 

Please make sure your child has their P.E kit in school 

every day so they can take part in this lesson.  

As with all uniform items, please ensure that all items are 

clearly named! Thank you.  

PARENTPAY 

If you do not have a login for ParentPay, please contact 

the school office on 020 8680 0747 or by emailing      

enquiries@parkhill-inf.croydon.sch.uk   

If you are returning any consent slips or paperwork to 

the school, please send it in your child’s book bag, 

email a copy to us or post it in the drop box by the  

school office. 


