


• This half term we will help the children to feel settled and 
practice their new daily routines. 

• The children will be supported to maintain and improve their 
hygienic practises and routines throughout the school in 
regard to COVID-19 

• Our main focus will be for all children to feel happy and 
safe to be back at school

• We will be teaching them some simple, age appropriate 
strategies to support their mental health and well-being and 
this will be called ‘Our Daily Pause’. This will include taking 
part in Circle Time and various breathing exercises.  

• The children will also begin using a new ‘Visual

Diary’ where they can express their thoughts and

feelings. 



• This year we have adapted our Curriculum in order to fill any 
gaps in learning from the school closure period (due to Covid
‘19). This term we will include any objectives which the 
children need to further develop from the Summer term.

• Your child will have taken part in some assessments during 
their first 2 weeks back at school and we will work on any 
areas which they have not fully retained from last year.

• Children who are in need of extra support will receive extra  
‘Catch Up’ sessions. 

• This year we have a new teacher named Mr Elsden who will 
be working with children across Year One.

• Mr Elsden’s groups will take place as well as our usual 
classroom interventions and additional learning support with 
Mrs Clarkson, Mrs Newell and Mrs Parry to ensure that 

every child makes the progress they need this year.



• This year may involve periods of self-isolation for individual 
pupils as well as larger ‘bubble’ groups due to Covid ’19

• You will receive an email explaining our Remote Learning 
procedures for this year separately. Remote Learning will 
begin if:

1.Your child is self-isolating because a family member is showing 
symptoms of Covid-19 and are awaiting the results of the test, or 
they have received a positive result;

2.You have been notified by test and trace that you have been in 
contact with someone who has tested positive for C-19 and are 
required to self-isolate;

3.You have returned from a country abroad that is not on the 
Governments ‘exempt’ list and therefore your family are required to 
quarantine;  

4.A positive case within the school means that either your child’s 
bubble, or the school needs to close. 



• If your child is well and not displaying symptoms, they will be 
provided with work to be completed at home that is of equivalent 
length to the core teaching they would receive in school.

• All children have access to ‘Google classroom’ to access work and to 
submit their follow up work online. Children may also be directed to 
other online resources. 

• In the event that the school, or ‘bubble’ closes, filmed lessons by 
school staff will also be posted on Google classroom. We understand 
that internet access and devices may be shared across a family 
group; for this reason, there will be no ‘live’ daily lessons.  Instead, 
these will be pre-recorded and the link provided so that the work 
can be accessed / submitted throughout the day.  

*** Home learning will not be provided if your child is unwell with 
symptoms for C-19 or other ailments. ***

In the event that your child’s class teacher is self-isolating at 
home, they will remotely teach the whole class, in the classroom, 

via the interactive whiteboard using Microsoft Teams.



• We continue to educate all pupils on the importance of staying safe when using 
the internet. To enhance this, please think about some if the following ideas at 
home: Maintain open discussions with your child and encourage them to talk to you 
about their internet use: for example who they’re talking to, services they’re 
using, and any issues they may be experiencing. 

• Give your child strategies to deal with any online content that they are not 
comfortable with – such as turning off the screen, telling an adult they trust and 
using online reporting facilities. 

• Consider using filtering software to block unwanted content. In addition to 
filtering, remember that discussion with your child, and involvement in their 
internet use, are both effective ways to educate them about the internet.

• Familiarise yourself with the privacy settings and reporting features available on 
popular sites, services and apps.

• Familiarise yourself with the age ratings for games and apps and ensure that any 
apps your child uses are age appropriate.

• Encourage your child to use nicknames (where possible) instead of their full name 
online, to protect their personal information, and create strong passwords for 
every account. 

• Please visit: https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers for more information and 
support

https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers


• At Park Hill Infant School we continue to teach your children 
about what it means to be strong, positive and productive 

members of society. 

• We have always taught our pupils about equality and this remains 
an important part of our curriculum. 

• We consistently work together to support and meet the needs; 
of children of all genders, of children with special educational 

needs, of children who are more able, of children with 
disabilities, of children from all socio-economic backgrounds, of 
children from all ethnic groups, of children from all religions and 

of children with a diverse range of linguistic backgrounds.



• Continuing to embed our School Values: Positivity, 
Respect, Honesty, Kindness and Courage

• Continuing to utilise our Super Skills for Learning: 
Curiosity, Confidence, Creativity, Communicating, making 
Connections, Collaborating, Risk-taking, Reflecting, 
Persevering, and being Resourceful

• Learning in the Year One outdoor area

• Continuing to teach the knowledge and skills of the 2014 
curriculum for Year One.

• “Mastering” and applying the skills of the curriculum 
rather than rushing through content



We talk to the children about using a ‘Growth Mindset’ when 
tackling new learning and challenges. This improves their 
resilience and confidence when learning independently.



The examples of where we expect 
the children to be working should be 
used as a guide – they may NOT be 

exact. 
Every child is different and will work 

to their ability. We support every 
child to progress and achieve from 
their own individual starting points.

All different, All Equal, 
All Achieving



Key areas to focus on at home…

• Use of phonics to sound out unknown words (Please sue the 
Phonic word mats attached to this email)

• Sight vocabulary of high frequency words

• Taking account of punctuation, for example pausing at full 
stops

• Discussion of a book to increase your child’s comprehension

• Use of expression and using different voices!

• READ FOR ENJOYMENT – children like to be read to as 
much as reading themselves!

*** WE ARE UNABLE TO SEND READING DIARIES HOME 
UNTIL AT LEAST OCTOBER HALF TERM (DUE TO COVID 

‘19). WE WILL CONTINUE TO NOTE WHICH BOOKS YOUR 
CHILD IS READING IN SCHOOL ***



This is an example of a 
book, where we expect 
the majority of children 
to be at the beginning of 

Year One.

• Uses mainly phonetic 
words using Phase 2 
and 3 phonemes

• Longer words can be 
broken up into sounds: 
eg: ‘in-sect’

• Contains high 
frequency words

• Clear picture clues 



This is an example of a book, 
where we expect the majority 
of children to be at the end of 

Year One.

• Phase 4 and 5 phonemes 
included

• Different types of sentences
• More complex sentences
• Extended vocabulary
• Some general picture clues 



Over the course of the year the children will revise all 
phase 3, 4 & 5 sounds through daily sessions in class (and 

Phase 2 were required). 
Children will be grouped into Phonics Phase groups in order 
to ensure every child continues to learn new phonemes and 

to practise those they are not confident with at the 
appropriate pace for them. 

Children will be taught to break up words into sounds, and 
then blend the sounds together to read the word. 

There will be a National Phonic Screening check in June 
2021 where all children will be assessed on their phonetic 

knowledge. 
The check asks the children to read real and ‘alien’ words. 

A Phonic workshop will be held and communicated to parents 
and carers prior to the check with more information. 



Key areas to focus on…

• Learning how to spell high frequency words and use them 
in their writing (These will be sent home as weekly home 
learning; ‘Words of the Week’)

• Using clearly formed letter formation and handwriting

• Using capital letters and full stops consistently

• Once confident in using correct punctuation extending 
sentences with conjunctions such as and, because, also, 
if, but, so

• Writing for a purpose (fiction/non-fiction)

• Sequencing sentences in order



This is an example of a 
piece of independent 

writing, where we expect 
the majority of children 
to be at the beginning of 

Year One.

• An awareness of full 
stops, (they are not 
always in the right 
place)

• Phonetic attempts at 
unknown words

• Some high frequency 
words are spelt 
correctly

• Some irregularities in 
letter size and 
orientation



This is an example of a 
piece of independent 

writing, where we expect 
the majority of children 
to be at the end of Year 

One.

• Attempting to extend 
sentences 

• Consistently using full 
stops and capital letters

• High frequency words 
spelled correctly

• Phonetic attempts at 
unknown words

• Correct letter size and 
orientation

• Some use of joining 
words (and, because, 
also)



Key points…

• Quick recall of basic facts (KIRFs) – number bonds, counting in 
2’s, 5’s, 10’s

• Relating to real life to solve problems

• Very practically based

• Understanding processes and learning facts (mental maths)

• Understanding the order of numbers – place value

• Writing digits appropriately

• NO VERTICAL ADDITION!

• Maths is not just about number! – Time, money, shape, measure. 

• Mastering the curriculum – e.g partitioning in different ways or 
bridging through tens when adding



Addition and Subtraction …

• Practical use of objects – touch the objects and say the 
number, (1:1 counting), begin to record using appropriate signs

• Reading the ‘number sentence’ – what does it mean? What is it 
asking you to do?

• Counting on/back – e.g. 3+2… put 3 in your head and count on 
2. Understand a variety of formats such as 7=?+2

• Use of a number square

• 22+5 – largest number in your head and count on

• Using a number line 

• Giving the children a variety of techniques and letting them 
choose which one they enjoy using and find most effective for 
them



Partitioning and 
number lines …

NO VERTICAL 
ADDITION!



We encourage the children to use ‘RUCSAC’ when answering worded 
problems:



• Measure – length, height, weight, coins

• Time – reading the time, solving problems

• Shapes – 2D and 3D shapes and their 

properties

• Understanding the combination of all aspects

• Fractions are also covered in Year One



• In Year One we cover all areas of the 

Curriculum in a  range of lessons:

• English, Maths, Book Club, Phonics, 

Science, Computing, Geography, 

History, PSHE, RE, Art and Design, 

Design Technology and Music. 



• Children must have P.E. kits at school every 

day of the week (we will send it home when it 

needs a wash)

• To maintain social distancing and limit hygienic 

contamination, Teachers will aim to have P.E. 

lessons outdoors as much as possible. 

Therefore the children must have a tracksuit 

for colder days and the winter months.



• Children will receive 2 reading books per week.
Library books are also available for your child to
choose to take home.

• Every Friday your child will receive ‘Words of the
Week’. It will comprise of high frequency words and
a further challenge requiring the children to apply
the spelling of these words.

• This work must be completed and returned to school 
the following Wednesday. 



• As well as words of the week there will be half termly home
learning projects depending on the topic. (E.g. a study of a
specific country).

• Handwriting will continue to be a focus throughout home and 
school learning (we follow the Nelson Handwriting Scheme) –
please try to encourage good habits such as careful pencil 
grip, letter formation and the correct sitting position.

• Maths – KIRFs are sent home half termly for you to practise 
these quick recall facts with your child.  Also, the school 
funds all children to have access to Mathletics – an online 
learning program covering all aspects of the Maths curriculum



http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/

www.educationcity.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/school_education/
(information about schools and learning)

http://jollylearning.co.uk/
(information about phonics and how to say the sounds)

http://www.ictgames.com/
(Maths and Literacy games)

http://www.mathletics.co.uk/
(Math’s homework learning portal) 

http://www.purplemash.co.uk

https://readingeggs.co.uk/

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/
http://www.educationcity.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents/school_education/
http://jollylearning.co.uk/
http://www.ictgames.com/
http://www.mathletics.co.uk/
http://www.purplemash.co.uk/
https://readingeggs.co.uk/

