The new national curriculum - Science in Year 2

In the firsl years of schooling, much ol the science curriculum
Is based around reaHife experiences for children. This
includes everyday plants and animals, as well as finding
oul aboul different malerials and the four seasons. There are
likely 1o be lofs of opportunities for exploring sclentific ideas
both in the classroom and the local surrcundings.

Scientific Investigation

Children are encouraged lo carry oul heir own observalions
and experiments fo further their scientific undersfanding. In
Year 2 this may Include leaming fo:

* lse scientific apparatus fo make observations, such as
magnifying glasses

* Collect information about what they have seen

* Make links between observations and thelr scientific
understanding

Living Things and their Habitats

* Compare the difference between things which are alive,
which are dead, and which have never been alive

* |nderstand that different animals are suiled to different
hakitats

* Identify some plants and animals in different habitats

* Describe how animals feed on olher plants or animals
Habitats are simply the different types of places living
things are found. This can range from the vasi, such as

oceans and rainforests, through to local features such as
rock pools, of fo the small, such as under a single log.

Plants
* Describe how seeds or bulbs grow inlo plants

* Understand that plants need water, light and a suitable
lemperalure 1o grow

Animals including Humans

= Moiice that all animals have offspring which grow into
adulls, including humans

* Know about the basic survival needs of animals, such as
food, waler and air

* Describe the imporlance of exercise, heallhy diet and
hygiene o humans

Everyday Materials

= |dentify and compare the uses of different materials
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper
and cardboard

* Find oul how some solid objecls can be changed by
squashing, bending or sfrefching
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Parent Tip

Growing your own plants o flowers at home can

be an exciting — If slow — process for children fo

lake part in. Why not Iy some quick-growing seeds
such as cress or mustard, as well as something more
subsiantial planted in the garden, and waich how the
processes of growlh are similar for all planis#

At certain times of year you may also be lucky encugh
lo wilness some of the growth cycle in animals, such
as ladpoles In a pond, or lambing season atf the local

farm.
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