The new national curriculum - Science in Year 1

In the first years of schooling, much of the sclence curriculum
Is based around reaHife expeniences for children. This
Includes everyday plants and animals, as well as finding
out about different materials and the four seasons. There are

likaby to be lots of opportenities for exploring sclentific ideas
bath In the classroom and the local surroundings.

Scientific Investigation

Children are encowraged to carmy ouf their own observations
and experiments fo further their sclenfific undersianding. In
Year 1 this may include leaming fo:

» Ask sclonfific questions
» Carry ouf simple lests, and make chservations
» Collact information fo answer questions

» Croup logether objects according fo their properties or

behaviours

Plants and Animals

» Mame a selection of common plants, Including deciduous
and evergreen froes

 Mame the main pars of plants and rees, such as roots,
siems, runks ond leoves

» Mame a varlety of comman animals, including mammals,
fish, binds, repiiles and amphibians

= [ame some commen animals which are camivores,
herbivores aond omnivores

» ame the main parts of the human body, Including those
related to the five senses

Herbivores: animals which feed only on plants, e.g.
rabhiis

Carnivores: animals which feed on other animals, a.g.
aagles

Omnivares: animals which eat both plants and
animals, o.g. humans

Deciduous frees are thase which lose thelr leaves

In quiumn, whereas evergreen frees — as the nome
implies — are those which refain their green colour all
year round.

Everyday Materials
» Recognise that objecks are made of materials

» [Name some everyday malerials such as wood, metal,
glass and plastic

# Describe some of the properties of materials, e.g. that
wuood is hard

» Group together items based on the materials they're made
from or their properties, for example by grouping heavy
oblects ar shiny objacts

Seasonal Change

» Ohserve changes across the four seasons

» Ohbserve and describa how the day and weather changes
with the saasons

~ A
Parent Tip

There are atways plenty of ways in which families
can support children at home with sclenca. Thera may
ba a park or gardens near you which you can visit
over the year and sea how tha flora changes with

the saasans. You may also be able io visit a farm or
nature park which provides plenty of opporunity for

discussing the wide varlaly of the animal kingdom.
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